IAES Studying Soils Scientifically: Activity 3 “Observing Soil”

Absent Work

Key Words:  Soil

Getting Started:  Brainstorm and write down any words that you think of when you see the term soil.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Procedure:

In this activity you will observe two different soils and describe them to the best of your ability.

1.  Read the Introduction and Challenge to Activity 3, “Observing Soil,” on page A-12 of your Student Book.

2.  Watch the video link below that shows both Soil A and Soil B.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hirQe72ORY
3.  Write a description of Soil A on the index card below. Use as much detail as possible while making your observations.

Soil A Observations
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4. Write a description of Soil B on the index card below. Use as much detail as possible while making your observations.

Soil B Observations
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6.  Cover up your descriptions of Soil A and Soil B with a piece of paper.  Ask a parent or guardian to watch the video link of each of the soils.  

7.  After they have viewed the soils, read the descriptions you wrote to them aloud.  See if they can identify what soil you are describing based on what you wrote.  Hint:  If they have trouble identifying the soil, you may need to revise your descriptions and add more detail.
Analysis Questions:

1.  What words were the most helpful in describing and identifying the soil?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Was your parent/guardian able to identify the soils based on the description you wrote?  Explain why or why not.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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3.  Use the Venn diagram below to record the characteristics of each soil in the circle with that label.  In the space that overlaps, record features that are common to both soils.

4.  Use your observations and your own words to answer the question: “What is soil?”

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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